1 Sanguo zhi (Beijing, 1975) 28, p. 775 . Th e received Chen Shi stele texts do not include the Sanguo zhi's exact words, although they clearly refer to this justifi cation for his posthumous name.
2 For a thorough treatment on dating the Han stele era, see Miranda Brown, Th e politics of mourning in early China (Albany, 2007), pp. 42-50. Just as Deng Ai rode upon the prefect Chen Shi's coattails, Chen Shi himself rode upon the coattails of earlier cultural champions anchored within the communal memory. Drawing upon pre-imperial classics such as the Lunyu 論語 (Analects) and the Shijing 詩經 (Book of songs), his stele likens the prefect to Liuxia Hui 柳下惠, a worthy man whom the state had failed to recognize, and to the lords of Fu 甫 and Shen 申, heaven-sent guardians to the king.
3 Th ese early stelae typically describe how their dedicatees resonated with this past hero or ranked with that historical stalwart. Th at is, the stele tied the dedicatee's particular identity into an existing web of cultural symbols, and so reading a stele is an exploration of the communes loci where ancestral cult and public memory overlap.
Th e late anthropologist Cliff ord Geertz famously remarked:
Believing, with Max Weber, that man is an animal suspended in webs of signifi cance he himself has spun, I take culture to be those webs, and the analysis of it to be therefore not an experimental science in search of law but an interpretive one in search of meaning.
